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 The Washington City Council met in a regular session on Monday, November 6, 2017 at 

5:30pm in the City Council Chambers at the Municipal Building.  Present: Mac Hodges, Mayor; 

Virginia Finnerty, Mayor Pro tem; Doug Mercer, Councilmember; Richard Brooks, Councilmember; 

Larry Beeman, Councilmember and William Pitt, Councilmember.  Also, present Bobby Roberson, 

City Manager; Franz Holscher, City Attorney and Cynthia S. Bennett, City Clerk.     

 

 Mayor Hodges called the meeting to order and Councilmember Brooks delivered the 

invocation.   

 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES:  

 By motion of Councilmember Mercer, seconded by Councilmember Brooks, Council approved 

the minutes of October 9, 2017 as presented. 

 

 APPROVAL/AMENDMENTS TO AGENDA: 

 Mayor Hodges reviewed the requested amendments to the agenda: 

 Remove: Old business Item IX C – Adopt Hurricane Irma Relief Budget Ordinance 

Amendment 

 Add:  Other items from City Manager:  

o Parking problem at Water and Bonner Street 

o Update on Cats in Central Business District 

 Add:  Other items from Mayor/Council 

o Resolution Supporting Atlantic Coast Pipeline 

o Report NCLM meeting 

 By motion of Councilmember Mercer, seconded by Councilmember Brooks, Council approved 

the agenda as amended.   

 

Recognition:  

John Kozuch – Graduation - Army National Guard 

 
 

Electric Staff – Hurricane Irma Relief Efforts 

 
 

CONSENT AGENDA: 

 By motion of Mayor Pro tem Finnerty, seconded by Councilmember Brooks, Council approved 

the Consent Agenda as presented.  

 

A. Declare Surplus/Authorize – Electronic Auction of Vehicles Through GovDeals  

B. Accept – Annual Grant from Mid-East Commission Area Agency on Aging      

C. Authorize – Execution of Downtown Revitalization Grant Contract and Adopt Grant 

Project Ordinance 
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A GRANT PROJECT ORDINANCE FOR  DOWNTOWN REVITALIZATION 

GRANT # 2018-080-1257-1534 

CITY OF WASHINGTON, N.C. 

FOR FISCAL YEAR 2017-2018 

BE IT ORDAINED, by the City Council of the City of Washington, North Carolina, that, pursuant to Section 13.2 
of Chapter 159 of the General Statutes of North Carolina, the following grant project is hereby established: 

 

 Section 1. The project authorized is for the Rural Building Reuse Downtown Revitalization grant 

 

 Section 2. The officers of this unit are hereby directed to proceed with the project within the terms of the 

grant agreements. 

 

 Section 3. The following amounts are appropriated for the project: 

 

63-60-4930-4500 

 

Downtown Improvements $50,000 

 

 Section 4. The following revenue is anticipated to be available to complete this project: 

 

63-60-3480-0000 State Grant Funds $50,000 

 

 Section 5. The Finance Director is hereby directed to maintain within the Grant Project Fund sufficient 

specific detailed accounting records to satisfy the requirements of the grant agreements. 

 

 Section 6. Funds may be advanced by the General Fund for the purpose of making payments as due.  

Reimbursement requests should be made to the grant agencies in an orderly and timely manner. 

 

 Section 7. The Finance Director is directed to report, on a monthly basis, on the financial status of each 

project element in Section 3 and on the total grant revenues received or claimed. 

 

 Section 8. The Budget Officer is directed to include a detail analysis of past and future costs and revenues 

on this grant project in every budget submission made to the City Council. 

 

 Section 9. Copies of this grant project ordinance shall be furnished to the City Clerk, and to the Budget 

Officer, and to the Finance Director for direction in carrying out this project. 

 

 Section 10. All ordinances or parts of ordinances in conflict herewith are hereby repealed. 

 

 Section 11. This ordinance shall become effective upon its adoption. 

 

 

 This the 6th day of November, 2017. 

 

Attest: 

s/Cynthia S. Bennett         s/Mac Hodges 

City Clerk         Mayor 

 

COMMENTS FROM THE PUBLIC: 

 Ravonda Ore is a resident of Keyslanding and expressed her concerns with the condition of the 

roads in the subdivision.  She asked for assistance from Council in getting the roads paved in 

Keyslanding. 

 

SCHEDULED PUBLIC APPEARANCES:   

UPDATE – LITTLE WASHINGTON SAILING SCHOOL 

 David Norwood and Kevin Clancy thanked the City for their support of the Little Washington 

Sailing School over the past ten years.  The program has provided sailing instruction and water safety 

for hundreds of children.  In 2018, they will instruct 157 children ages 9-18 in water safety, 

environmental awareness (through the trash wars program/river clean up) and reading weather 

conditions. They are also working with Police Activities League (PAL) and this year they instructed 

over 20 of their Science and Technology students.   

 

CORRESPONDENCE AND SPECIAL REPORTS:  NONE 

 

REPORTS FROM BOARDS, COMMISSIONS AND COMMITTEES: 

HUMAN RELATIONS COUNCIL (approved as presented) 

Human Relations Council (HRC) report for the month of October 
Monday, November 6, 2017 City Council Meeting 
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MISSION STATEMENT 

 

 To promote social and economic equality in the community, working with 
Local Government and other resources 

 To appreciate the cultural and ethnic diversity of the citizens of Washington 
and Beaufort County 

 To encourage citizens to live and work together in harmony and mutual 
respect 

 

SCHEDULED PUBLIC APPEARANCES:  NONE 

 

OLD BUSINESS:   

Update & Phone Conference – Report from Sub-committee regarding “Fair Housing” and 

the phone conference with Entrepreneur, Ms. Brenda Dixon:  
Chairman Horton opened the floor to the sub-committee for updates.  Listed are items 

discussed and approved by the sub-committee to be shared with the full Board:  

 

 Suggested site for a friendlier venue. 

 In lieu of multiple sessions, it was suggested that the Board have one main event with break-

out sessions. 

 Ms. Brenda Dixon as main speaker. 

 Goals of facilitating home ownership and still maintaining the principles of Fair Housing. 

 Outreach to Community to increase participation and reach more remote areas of the county 

inclusive of outreach email chain to contact groups and organizations that can relay the 

details of the event. 

 Board member Taylor agreeable to doing WITN-7 at the 6:00 AM spot to promote Fair 

Housing with others agreeing to attend with her. 

 Naming of event (incorporating the name “Fair Housing”) 

 Professional representatives. 

 Date? 

 

 Confirmation date for the Fair Housing event ~ Thursday, April 19, 2018 and the event will be 

hosted at Grace Martin Harwell Senior Center from 6:30pm – 8:00pm.   

 

Phone Conference with Ms. Brenda Dixon of Wilmington, NC ~ Real Estate Specialist                      

(Program: “Get that Deed”) 

 Ms. Dixon expressed her appreciation to be considered the main speaker for the upcoming 

event.  Board members inquired if Ms. Dixon could provide any suggestions for improvement.  Ms. 

Dixon stated it was awesome this year but possibly the Board should consider a smaller venue.  Listed 

are some items Ms. Dixon would like to see implemented: 

 

 Credit 

 Home Inspector 

 Mortgage Field 

 Documentation – loan, banking, credit score, basic information 

 Everything pre-approved 

 No co-signing on anything 

 Types of loan programs 

 Program for different cities 

 How to save upfront fees 

 All of the unknown out of the way 

 Qualify 18 months or less once participants receive knowledge 

 Advertisement 

 Foot soldiers (employees and organizations) 

 

 Ms. Dixon advised she would be forwarding a pdf file and would like to have it dispersed to all 

attendees (copies of pdf provided by the Board). 
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 Following the phone conference, the Board followed-up on some of the suggestions.  Board 

members especially liked the idea of foot soldiers and suggested dividing up the foot soldiers to get the 

word out.  The task of renaming the event was delegated to sub-committee member Lawrence. 

 

Update – Report from Sub-committee regarding “Chain/Outreach email” 

Chairman Horton opened the floor for updates. Board member Taylor reviewed a spreadsheet 

she had emailed on Tuesday, October 10, 2017.   Board member Taylor requested that once Board 

members receive the spreadsheet to please write down (at least) five potential listserv contacts.   

 

Once suggestions have been received from each member, start following up with leads.  She 

explained that if a Board member is familiar or connected enough with the suggested listserv then that 

Board member can fill out the last half of the spreadsheet.  On the follow up/outreach side of this 

project the Board can divide up evenly.  Board member Taylor requested suggestions and/or revisions.  

Also, she stated she is not above cold calling and stopping by offices. 

 

The Human Relations Council agreed with the listserv project and requested moving forward 

with this idea.   Updates will be provided at the next HRC November 14, 2017 meeting. 

  

NEW BUSINESS: 

 Recognition of newest Board Member – Paula McCullough.  Also, it was noted the Human 

Relations Council has one (1) remaining vacancy. 

 

OTHER BUSINESS: 

 FYI – All FYI items were discussed inclusive of the September 12, 2017 report submitted to 

City Council and the financial report.   

 

OPEN DISCUSSION:  

 Chairman Horton recognized Council candidate Roland Wyman and Ms. Kimberly Grimes 

with Washington Police & Fire Services. 

 

 Chairman Horton requested the Board think about adding Cinco de Mayo to our active 

projects.  Chairman Horton reached out to Board member Rodman regarding information on Cinco 

de Mayo. Ms. Rodman shared some information and noted two places that have a higher Hispanic 

population turn out is Mother of Mercy Catholic Church and St. Peter’s Episcopal Church.  Chairman 

Horton requested this topic be discussed fully next month during the November 14, 2017 meeting.   

 

Also, the Ed Peed Commemoration project (the Board next active project) will be discussed 

during the next meeting Tuesday, November 14, 2017. 

 

 

WASHINGTON ELECTRIC UTILITIES ADVISORY BOARD 

(approved as presented) 
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APPOINTMENTS:   

BROWN LIBRARY BOARD OF TRUSTEES   

 By motion of Councilmember Pitt, seconded by Councilmember Beeman, Council appointed 

Laura Toth to the Brown Library Board of Trustees to fill a vacant position, term to expire June 30, 

2020. 
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PUBLIC HEARING – OTHER - 6:00PM:    NONE 

 

OLD BUSINESS:    

AWARD – CONTRACT TO RIVER CITY CONSTRUCTION AND APPROVE ALL 

SUBSEQUENT PO’S 

Background & Findings:   

We put this job out for bids and these are the results: 

1. Lee Construction - $411,558.40 

2. T&D Solutions - $305,297.20 

3. River City Construction - $136,550.76 

It is our recommendation to award the contract to River City Construction 
 

 By motion of Councilmember Mercer, seconded by Councilmember Beeman, Council awarded 

the Contract to River City Construction for the Grimesland Road rebuild in the amount not to exceed 

$136,550.76 and Purchase Orders not to exceed $136,550.76. 

 

AWARD – CONTRACT TO PROGRESSIVE ENGINEERING CONSULTANTS FOR 

ENGINEERING WORK ON SLATESTONE ROAD AND SLATESTONE SUBSTATION AND 

APPROVE ALL SUBSEQUENT PO’S 
Background & Findings:   

These were the findings on the RFQ's we received from the 3 firms that replied and they were 

Booth & Assoc., Power Secure, Progressive Engineering. 

1. Competence and reputation of all 3 were exceptional 

2. Experience of all firms were comparable 

3. Past projects of this size and design comparable 

4. Availability of staff went to Progressive and Power Secure 

5. Hourly Rate Schedule was in favor of Progressive 

It is our recommendation that we award the projects to Progressive Engineering Consultants. 

 

 By motion of Councilmember Mercer, seconded by Councilmember Beeman, Council awarded 

the contract to Progressive Engineering Consultants for the engineering work for Slatestone Road not 

to exceed $150,000 and Slatestone Substation not to exceed $200,000 and approved subsequent 

purchase orders (not to exceed relative amounts).  

 

ADOPT – HURRICANE IRMA RELIEF BUDGET ORDINANCE AMENDMENT 

Item pulled from agenda 

 

NEW BUSINESS:    

APPROVE – REQUEST FROM WILLIAMS T. (BILL) BOOTH ~ SUPPORT LETTER FOR 

WASHINGTON CITY MARKET 

 Bill Booth stated he is the healthy eating coordinator for Beaufort County.  His job is to help 

individuals realize the benefits of eating healthy.  Over the past year, the City has allowed him to 

utilize thirty vacant lots in order to setup community and personal gardens.  This use also saves the 

City from having to mow the vacant lots.  He is requesting support from Council for the Washington 

City Market to be located at the corner of West 6th and Market Street.  The produce will be donated to 

non-profit organizations; eating healthier leads to healthier lives. He is only asking for a letter of 

support from Council, not for funding.  

 

 The City Manager explained that Mr. Booth already has permission to use the FEMA buyout 

lots, he has completed the lease forms with the Planning Department, and lots are leased on a yearly 

basis.  Last summer the program had 25 individual gardens along with eight community gardens. 

 

 By motion of Councilmember Pitt, seconded by Mayor Pro tem Finnerty, Council agreed to  

provide a letter of support as requested to Bill Booth for the Washington City Market.  

 

APPROVE – REQUEST FROM DEBRA TORRENCE ~ WILDLIFE ARTS FESTIVAL 

PERMIT TO CLOSE STEWART PARKWAY ON FEBRUARY 9 & 10 BETWEEN 8 AM – 5 

PM FOR A ATV, BOAT & TRUCK DISPLAY 
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 Background & Findings:  Ms. Debra Torrence is requesting closure of Stewart Parkway 

February 9 & 10 between 8 AM - 5 PM for an ATV, Boat & Truck display as part of the Wildlife Arts 

Festival. (Ms. Torrence was absent from the Council meeting.) 

 

 A motion was made by Councilmember Beeman and seconded by Councilmember Brooks to 

approve the request from Debra Torrence to close Stewart Parkway on February 9 & 10 between 8 

AM - 5 PM for an ATV, Boat & Truck display as part of the Wildlife Arts Festival.   

 

 Discussion. Councilmember Mercer stated he wants to delay action on the request until 

Council can have the opportunity to question Ms. Torrence about her request.  Mayor Hodges 

disagreed and stated the request from Ms. Torrence is an excellent addition to the Wildlife Arts 

Festival.   

 

 (Motion from above)  A motion was made by Councilmember Beeman and seconded by 

Councilmember Brooks to approve the request from Debra Torrence to close Stewart Parkway on 

February 9 & 10 between 8 AM - 5 PM for an ATV, Boat & Truck display as part of the Wildlife Arts 

Festival.   Motion carried 3-2 with Councilmember Mercer and Councilmember Pitt opposing.   

 

APPROVE – POLICE VEHICLE PURCHASE AND SUBSEQUENT PURCHASE ORDERS 

Background & Findings:   

 Feyer Ford (Police Sedan), $25,030.46 to replace vehicle #159, a 2004 Ford Crown Victoria, 

$36,250 budgeted. The current vehicle will be declared surplus, sold on GovDeals, and the 

proceeds applied to the vehicle replacement fund. 

 Feyer Ford (Police Sedan), $25,030.46 to replace vehicle #151, a 2012 Dodge, $36,250 budgeted.  

The current vehicle will be declared surplus, sold on GovDeals, and the proceeds applied to the 

vehicle replacement fund. 

 Feyer Ford (Police Sedan), $25,030.46 to replace vehicle #157, a 2009 Impala, $36,250 budgeted. 

The current vehicle will be used as a spare. 

 Feyer Ford (Police Utility) $29,431.46, to replace vehicle #139, a 2013 Dodge, $36,250 budgeted. 

The current vehicle will be declared surplus, sold on GovDeals, and the proceeds applied to the 

vehicle replacement fund. 

 

 By motion of Councilmember Pitt, seconded by Councilmember Brooks, Council approved the 

purchase and subsequent purchase orders of four (4) police vehicles from Feyer Ford in the amount of 

$104,522.84. 

 

ADOPT – A RESOLUTION IN SUPPORT OF APPLYING FOR GRANT FUNDS FROM THE 

MAIN STREET SOLUTIONS FUND AND DESIGNATE AGENTS ON BEHALF OF THE 

GRANT 

Background & Findings:  North Carolina Main Street Solutions Fund is a program designed to 

provide economic development planning assistance and coordinated grant support to designated 

municipalities located in active Main Street communities. The goals of the program are: 

1. To provide direct financial benefit to small businesses 

2. To retain and create jobs in association with small businesses 

3. To spur private investment in association with small businesses 

 

The Main Street Solutions Fund is a reimbursable, matching grant program. This highly 

competitive process provides up to $200,000 to local governments. The City proposes to utilize grant 

funds to assist The Hackney Distillery LLC (Nick and Suzanne Sanders) in rehabilitating the property 

located at 192 West Main Street, also known as the Bank of America Building, into a distillery, 

destination restaurant and boutique hotel. Hackney Distillery LLC will supply ALL match monies, 

yielding no fiscal impact on the municipal general fund to make application. 
Source of Funds   Amount   Proposed use of funds Proposed or Committed  Date funds available 

MS Solutions   $200,000.00  Building Rehab  Proposed  Upon award 

The Hackney LLC $775,000.00  Building Rehab,  

     Distillery   Committed   ASAP 

Total    $975,000.00 

 

 John Rodman, Community and Cultural Services reviewed the request with Council stating the 

City does not have to provide the match for this grant.  This request is in conjunction with Hackney 
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LLC that has purchased the Bank of America building located on the corner of Main and Respess 

Street.  Hackney LLC will be providing match (they have committed $775,000 for the match).  

Hackney LLC will need to provide eight jobs for at least six months in order to receive $200,000. 

 

 Discussion was held regarding claw back language.  Mr. Rodman explained the NC 

Department of Commerce requires this language to be included in the grant documents.   

 

 Councilmember Mercer suggested revisions to the resolution and they are incorporated below 

in the revised resolution. 

 

 By motion of Councilmember Mercer, seconded by Councilmember Pitt, Council adopted the 

amended resolution (revised below) in support of applying for grant funds from the Main Street 

Solutions Fund and designate agents on behalf of the grant. 

 

RESOLUTION IN SUPPORT OF THE  

MAIN STREET SOLUTIONS FUND GRANT 

APPLICATION ON BEHALF OF 

THE HACKNEY DISTILLERY LLC 

WHEREAS the Washington City Council supports the revitalization of downtown and seeks to 

encourage small business development within downtown Washington; and, 

 

WHEREAS the City Council believes the revitalization of the former Bank of America Building as a 

micro-distillery, a destination restaurant and boutique hotel will positively impact the revitalization 

vision and goals as stated in the 2009  “Visualization and Reinvestment Strategy,” which was developed 

with the assistance of the WHDA, a 501(c)3 organization charged with administering the Main Street 

Program and managing the implementation of the downtown Visualization and Reinvestment Strategy 

and positively impact the development of a thriving small business climate in downtown Washington; 

and,  

 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE GOVERNING BOARD THAT: 

 

Section 1:  The City Council hereby declares its intent to make application for Main Street 

Solutions grant funds in partnership with the Hackney Distillery LLC, (Nick and Suzanne 

Sanders), as the grant sub-recipient; and,  

 

Section 2: Designates Mayor Mac Hodges as the appropriate agent to make application for the 

Main Street Solutions grant funds and to sign a grant agreement on behalf of the City should the 

funds be awarded; and, 

 

Section 3:  Further designates Emily Rebert, Community Development Planner, as the City’s 

designated agent to ensure that all reporting and monitoring requirements associated with the 

grant are carried out in accordance with the Main Street Solutions Fund Operating Guidelines; 

and, 

 

Section 4: This Resolution shall become effective November 6, 2017 

 

Adopted this day the 6th of November 2017.   

Attest: 

s/Cynthia S. Bennett         s/Mac Hodges 

City Clerk         Mayor 

 

PUBLIC HEARING – ZONING – 6:00PM 

ADOPT – ORDINANCE TO AMEND CHAPTER 4 ANIMALS, OF THE CODE OF 

ORDINANCES OF THE CITY OF WASHINGTON 

 The City Manager suggested that Council hold the advertised public hearing in order to receive 

comments and also suggested that Council take action on this item at a later time. 

 

 Mayor Hodges opened public hearing at this time and John Rodman, Community & Cultural 

Services provided background on the request.   The amendment proposal is in response to several 
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requests to allow horses and chickens within the City of Washington corporate limits. Staff reviewed 

animal regulations from other municipalities. Staff was able to use this data to provide an amendment 

that was suitable to the City of Washington. The Planning Board and staff recommend approval of the 

proposed amendments. 

 

 Mayor Hodges asked for comments from the public at this time. 

 

 John Wehrenberg, resident and developer of Tree Shade Subdivision made a presentation 

stating his concerns regarding backyard chickens inside the city limits. Fourteen property owners in 

Tree Shade Subdivision were polled regarding allowing backyard chickens inside their subdivision 

(For: 1, Neutral: 2, Opposed: 11). Real estate agents advised Mr. Wehrenberg that backyard chickens 

would not depreciate the values of the properties nor would it appreciate the values of properties. He 

noted that the presence of chickens in the city limits would increase the presence of foxes, bears, etc.  

He suggested that Council do their own research and review the problems that this code change could 

create.   
  

 Emma Wood came forward and made a presentation stating the benefits of backyard chickens.  

She asked Council to approve the change to the City Code as this section of code was last updated in 

1993.  She stated that municipalities such as Greenville, Raleigh and Charlotte allow backyard 

chickens and it is time Washington joined them in the food movement and amend the code.  Ms. 

Wood stated that eggs produced by backyard chickens have better nutritional benefits than their 

commercial counterpart does.   Chickens will help reduce food waste as they mostly consume kitchen 

scraps.  Their waste can be used as fertilizer to assist in growing vegetables. It was noted that roosters 

are the noisemakers, while hens are quiet and peaceful. 
  

 John Rodman stated the Planning Board has been working on this amendment for several 

months and each of those meetings were appropriately advertised.  The Council discussed some of 

their concerns with the proposed text amendment, stating their main concern was the amendment 

included allowing horses inside the city limits.  Council suggested this amendment should focus 

mainly on chickens and asked staff to revise the text amendment to reflect this change.  

 

 Mayor Hodges closed the public hearing at this time.  

 

 By motion of Councilmember Mercer, seconded by Councilmember Beeman, Council 

continued this request until January 8, 2018 meeting.  
 

ADOPT – ORDINANCE TO AMEND CHAPTER 40, SECTION 40-93, TABLE OF USES, OF 

THE CODE OF ORDINANCES OF THE CITY OF WASHINGTON 

 Mayor Hodges opened public hearing and John Rodman, Community & Cultural Service 

provide the following background information on this item.  The amendment proposal is in response to 

a certain request to add Distilleries and Micro-distilleries as a "use" in certain commercial districts. A 

Micro-distillery is a growing business sector nationally, and a proven means of economic development 

across North Carolina. There is evidence that micro-distilleries promote tourism, and are excellent 

candidates for adaptive reuse of buildings in central business districts like Washington. Micro-

distilleries have a successful business model that enables these businesses and neighboring businesses 

to grow without major impacts on public safety. This amendment seeks to accommodate and 

encourage this type of use and investment in certain Washington commercial districts while 

maintaining the protection of lower-intensity commercial districts from large-scale industrial-type 

uses. 

 

 Mayor Hodges asked for comments from the public at this time.  

 

 Nick Sanders came forward and made a presentation to Council explaining why it is important 

for Washington to allow distilleries.  There have been relaxations in regulations regarding craft 

distilleries and craft breweries.  Mr. Sanders gave some additional information on the growing 

business and how it would be a positive addition to the economy of Washington and the Downtown 

area. Mr. Sanders will be producing gin at this distillery. He stated he has purchased a building in the 

downtown area and he plans to operate a distillery, boutique hotel and restaurant in this building. This 

venture will create approximately 24 jobs.  The timeline for the project is as follows:  restaurant and 
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distillery possibly May/June 2018 and the boutique hotel in 2019.  The restaurant has to be separate 

from distillery. 

 

 Mayor Hodges closed the public hearing at this time. 

 

 A motion was made by Mayor Pro tem Finnerty, seconded by Councilmember Beeman to 

accept the recommendation of the Planning Board and approve the Ordinance to amend Chapter 40, 

Zoning of the Washington City Code, for the addition of a Distillery and Micro-Distillery. 

Councilmember Mercer expressed concern with some of the wording in the text amendment relating to 

tap room/tasting room as well as spacing limits of production areas.  Motion carried 4-1 with 

Councilmember Mercer opposing.  

 

 Councilmember Mercer then noted the text amendment that Council just approved says micro-

distilleries/distilleries are not allowed within 200 feet of a church. He noted that a church uses the 

former Edward Ray Edwards building and that is within 200 feet of the proposed project and 

subsequently the project cannot move forward. 

 

 The City Attorney discussed that the text amendment could not be revised tonight.  He 

suggested taking another look at the language and consider how to revise the text if needed. 

Discussion was held regarding the aforementioned property being used as a church. 

 

 John Tate, Chairman of Planning Board stated the church issue has been discussed at the 

Planning Board and it was their understanding that the churches were not within 200ft. of the proposed 

project location.  If they were within 200 feet, the Planning Board would have decreased the distance 

in the ordinance amendment.  It was the understanding of the Planning Board that the proposed 

distillery would not be within 200 feet of a church.  If the distance requirement needs to be reduced, 

the Planning Board would be supportive of that change.   

 

An Ordinance to Amend Chapter 40, Zoning 
of the Washington City Code 

Ordinance was amended on 12-11-17 due to inaccuracies – 

 final version included in 12-11-17 minutes 

 

WHEREAS, NCGS 160A-385 authorizes local governments to amend ordinances regulating land use 

within their jurisdiction; and 

 

WHEREAS, the amendment set out below is made in accordance with NCGS 160A-364; and 

 

WHEREAS, the amendment set out below is intended to promote the public health, safety, and welfare 

by amending the City Code to define and regulate a Distillery and Micro-distillery, and to add prescribed 

conditions for such uses. 

 

THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED by the City Council of the City of Washington, North Carolina that: 

 

Section 1. That Chapter 40. Article II, Section 40-25, Words and Terms Defined, be amended 

by adding the following definitions: 

 

Brewery.  A building or establishment used for the manufacture of malt liquors, such as beer and ale.  

Breweries manufacture in excess of 15,000 barrels (a barrel is approximately 31 gallons) of malt liquors 

a year. 

 

Micro-brewery.  A brewery where malt beverages are made on the premises and produce less than 

15,000 barrels of malt liquors a year.  Micro-breweries provide areas for on-premise consumption, 

education, retail sales or other accessory uses. 

 

Brewpub.  A combination brewery, restaurant and/or pub; beer is brewed for consumption on the 

premises and served along with food.  Considered an accessory use to a Micro-brewery. 
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Distillery:  A distillery shall mean and include any premises or plant wherein alcohol or liquor is 

manufactured, made and distilled from raw materials, blended or rectified, or any place wherein alcohol 

or liquor is produced by any method suitable for the production of alcohol. 

 

Micro-distillery:  A facility, no larger than 12,000 square feet of gross floor area that produces craft 

distilled spirits of alcoholic beverages at no more than 50,000 US gallons per year and where the 

principal distiller defines the house style and oversees all aspects of the production.  

 

Tap Room/Tasting Room.  An area that is necessary for a micro-brewery and micro-distillery where the 

public can purchase and/or consume only the beer and alcohol produced on site.   Considered an 

accessory use to a Brewery, and Micro-brewery, Distillery and Micro Distillery. 

 

Section 2.  That Chapter 40. Article VI, Section 40-93, Table of Uses, be amended by adding that a 

Brewery will be a Permitted Use within the I1 (Heavy Industrial) and I2 (Light Industrial) Zoning 

Districts. 

 

 That Chapter 40. Article VI, Section 40-93, Table of Uses, be amended by adding that 

a Distillery will be a Permitted Use within the I1 (Heavy Industrial) and I2 (Light Industrial) Zoning 

Districts. 

 

Section 3.  That Chapter 40. Article VI, Section 40-93, Table of Uses, be amended by adding that 

a Micro-brewery will be permitted only by Special Use Permit issued by the City of Washington Board 

of Adjustment within the B1H (Business Historic) and B-2 (General Business) Zoning Districts.  A Tap 

Room and a Brewpub will be considered as accessory uses to the Micro-brewery. 

 

 That Chapter 40. Article VI, Section 40-93, Table of Uses, be amended by adding that 

a Micro-distillery will be permitted only by Special Use Permit issued by the City of Washington Board 

of Adjustment within the B1H (Business Historic) and B-2 (General Business) Zoning Districts.  A 

Tasting Room will be considered as accessory uses to the Micro-distillery. 

 

Section 4.   That Chapter 40. Article VI, Section 40-119, Index to Listed Uses, be amended by 

adding as follows: 

 

 (vv)  Micro-brewery and Micro-distillery. 

 

Section 5. That Chapter 40. Article VI, Section 40-120, Listed Uses, Specific Criteria, be 

amended by adding (vv) Micro-brewery and Micro-distillery as follows: 

 

(1) Special Use Permit granted under this section shall be for a period of one (1) year and 

must be renewed annually.  It shall be the responsibility of the owner/operator to 

make timely application for permit renewal. 

 

(2) Required to include one or more accessory uses such as tap room, restaurant, tasting 

room or other use incidental to the micro-brewery and open and accessible to the 

public. A minimum of 500 square feet shall be provided for the tap room. 

 

  (3) A micro-brewery and a micro-distillery production area cannot exceed 12,000 square 

feet of gross floor area. Production areas adaptively reusing buildings within a 

National Register Historic District are exempt from size limitations for all portions 

of the building existing at the adoption this amendment. 

 

(4) The use must be a minimum of two hundred (200) linear feet from any church or 

religious institution, public or private school, and daycare facility. 

 

(5) Adopted Plans. The Board of Adjustment may provide additional requirements as it 

deems necessary in order to ensure the proposed project is compatible with the City 

CAMA Land Use Plan, and the City Comprehensive Plan or any other adopted plans 

regulating uses. 

 



CITY COUNCIL MINUTES       NOVEMBER 6, 2017 
WASHINGTON, NORTH CAROLINA                                                PAGE 
                                                 

 

 

Section 6. That Chapter 40. Article XVII, Section 40-449, Schedule of Required Parking 

Spaces, be amended as follows: 

 

 Retail Trade 

 

 (l)  Brewery, Micro-brewery, Distillery and Micro-distillery – 1 per every 3 seats plus 1 

for every 2 employees on the largest shift, except when located in the B1H Zoning 

District. 

Section 7.    This Ordinance shall become effective upon its adoption. 

Section 8.    All Ordinances or parts in conflict herein are repealed. 

 

 

Adopted this __6th___ day of __November__, __2017____. 

 

ATTEST: 

s/Cynthia S. Bennett        s/Mac Hodges   

City Clerk          Mayor 

 

 

APPROVE – PURCHASE ORDER FOR EMERGENCY REPAIRS AT THE INDUSTRIAL 

PARK LIFT STATION 

 Background & Findings:  The gravity sewer main that flows into the Industrial Park Lift 

Station failed due to corrosion. The leaks in the pipe allowed ground water and sand to flow into the 

Lift Station clogging up the sewer pump intakes. The Lift Station was bypassed. A lane of traffic was 

closed and the gravity sewer main was replaced. 
 

 By motion of Councilmember Beeman, seconded by Mayor Pro tem Finnerty, Council 

approved the Purchase Order to T.A. Loving Company for emergency sewer line repairs at the 

Industrial Park Lift Station in the amount of $94,867.01. 

 

ADOPT – A RESOLUTION AND AUTHORIZE THE MAYOR TO ENTER INTO AN 

AGREEMENT WITH NCDOT-DOA FOR SAFETY PRESERVATION IMPROVEMENTS 

FOR WASHINGTON-WARREN AIRPORT 

 Frankie Buck, Public Works Director reviewed the request with Council noting NCDOT-DOA 

offers a program for State forces to perform improvements to the Washington-Warren Airport runways 

and taxiways at no cost to the city. The DOA will inspect the areas that need maintenance upon the 

city's request. The NCDOT will repair the area with NCDOT forces if the deteriorated area is a safety 

concern to the traveling public or flight operations.  The airport advisory board has not reviewed this 

project, but they are aware that it is a free service to improve runways. 

 

 By motion of Councilmember Pitt, seconded by Councilmember Beeman, Council adopted a  

resolution and entered into an agreement with North Carolina Department of Transportation-Division 

of Aviation authorizing the Mayor to request assistance in making safety related improvements to the 

runways and taxiways at Washington-Warren Airport. 
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RECESS 

 

ADOPT – BUDGET ORDINANCE AMENDMENT FOR OVERTIME – JACK’S CREEK 

STORMWATER PUMP STATION 

 Frankie Buck, Public Works Director reviewed the request with Council and stated his 

department is requesting employees to be on call at Jack's Creek Pump station for storm events. 

Historically, during rain events the supervisor has to call employees into work.  Employees are not 

always available during these events making work at Jack's Creek difficult for one or two people, This 

will allow for employees to be available when the supervisor calls. The program will make Public 

Works more efficient in response time to clean screens at Jack's Creek. 

 

 By motion of Councilmember Pitt, seconded by Mayor Pro tem Finnerty, Council adopted a 

budget ordinance amendment in the amount of $8,347 to fund on call employees for Jack's Creek 

Stormwater Pump Station. 

AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND THE BUDGET ORDINANCE 

OF THE CITY OF WASHINGTON, N.C. 

FOR THE FISCAL YEAR 2017-2018 

 

BE IT ORDAINED by the City Council of the City of Washington, North Carolina: 

  

Section 1.  That the following accounts of the General Fund revenue budget be increased or 

decreased by the respective amounts indicated: 

 

10-00-3991-9910 Fund Balance Appropriated $   8,347 

 

Section 2.  That the following accounts of the General Fund appropriations budget be increased 

or decreased by the respective amounts indicated to fund stand-by pay at Jack’s Creek: 

 

10-20-4510-0201 

10-20-4511-0201 

Streets- Overtime 

Powell Bill- Overtime 

 $  3,220 

     2,176 
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10-30-5710-0201 Storm Water- Overtime 

    Total 

     2,951 

 $  8,347  

   

Section 3.  All ordinances or parts of ordinances in conflict herewith are hereby repealed. 

 

 Section 4.  This ordinance shall become effective upon its adoption. 

 

 Adopted this the 6th day of November, 2017. 

 

ATTEST: 

s/Cynthia S. Bennett        s/Mac Hodges   

City Clerk          Mayor 

 

APPROVE – THE EASEMENT AGREEMENT FOR CENTURYLINK AND AUTHORIZE 

THE MAYOR TO EXECUTE THE EASEMENT AGREEMENT 

 Frankie Buck, Public Works Director reviewed the request with Council and stated  

CenturyLink has requested a 10' easement running parallel with the south side of the right-of-way of 

Airport Road. The purpose of said easement is to install fiber optic cable to the Beaufort County 

Farm Services Building. Staff has reviewed the project and has no objection in moving forward 

with the easement. 
 

 By motion of Councilmember Pitt, seconded by Mayor Pro tem Finnerty, Council approved the 

easement agreement for CenturyLink and authorized the Mayor to execute the easement agreement. 
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AMEND – THE FEE MANUAL TO ADD – WATER SALES – BCWD II – RIVER ROAD 

 Frankie Buck, Public Works Director reviewed the request with Council and stated the 

agreement dated June 8, 2015 between Beaufort County and the City requires that the County 

retain their water customers within the River Road Area of the City's sewer force main.  Per the 

agreement, the City will bill the County's current water rate; the water revenue will be collected by 

the City and remitted to the County on a monthly basis. The City will charge outside city rate for 

the sewer service and collect current tap fees for the sewer connection. 

 

 By motion of Councilmember Pitt, seconded by Mayor Pro tem Finnerty, Council amended the 

Fee Manual by adding Water Sales - BCWD II – River Road to include the County's BCWD II water 

rate schedule to be effective on December 1, 2017. 
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ADDITIONAL COMMENTS FROM PUBLIC 

KEYSLANDING 

 Ashley Moore and Contessa Collins asked Council to fix the roads in the Keyslanding 

Subdivision.  They stated the City installed gravel recently but after two rain events the potholes are 

back. 

 

 Bobby Roberson, City Manager explained the City has incurred expenses with curb and gutter 

installation as well as less than 60 days ago we spent $6,000 on road maintenance.  The Public Works 

Department will continue to monitor this road as it is listed on the routine maintenance list for non-

paved roads. 

 

ANY OTHER ITEMS FROM CITY MANAGER:    

PARKING AT WATER/BONNER 

 The City Manager discussed parking concerns in the parking lot located at Water & Bonner 

Streets (directly across from Joe Taylor’s house).  Mr. Roberson said he is considering reducing 

curfew time in this parking lot from 9pm to 6pm.  Council suggested bringing this ordinance 

amendment back for approval during the December 11th meeting.  

 

UPDATE – CATS IN CENTERAL BUSINESS DISTRICT 

 The City Manager provided an update regarding CATS in the central business district. He 

noted we are waiting for information from the new organization - Feline Outreach of Beaufort County.  

An update will be presented to Council in January as they are supposed to receive approval from 

Council on an annual basis. 

 

ANY OTHER BUSINESS FROM THE MAYOR OR OTHER MEMBERS OF COUNCIL:   

NCEMPA RESOLUTION  

 Councilmember Mercer asked Council to support and adopt the resolution regarding the 

Atlantic Coast Pipeline as requested by NCEMPA. This is still in the permitting stages and this project 

could result in substantial savings to NC residents. 

 

 By motion of Councilmember Mercer, seconded by Councilmember Beeman, Council adopted 

the Resolution Supporting Atlantic Coast Pipeline for NCEMPA Member Cities and Towns.  
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NCLM UPDATE 

 Councilmember Pitt provided an update from the recent NCLM board meeting held in New 

Bern. 

 

CLOSED SESSION: UNDER NCGS§143-318.11(A)(3) ATTORNEY CLIENT PRIVILEGE, 

(A)(4) ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT, (A)(1) DISCLOSURE OF CONFIDENTIAL 

INFORMATION AND 143-318.10(E) THE PUBLIC RECORDS ACT 

 By motion of Councilmember Pitt, seconded by Councilmember Brooks, Council agreed to go 

into closed session at 7:25pm pm under NCGS§143-318.11(A)(3) Attorney Client Privilege, (A)(4) 

Economic Development, (A)(1) Disclosure of Confidential Information and 143-318.10(E) the Public 

Records Act. 

 

 By motion of Mayor Pro tem Finnerty, seconded by Councilmember Beeman, Council agreed 

to come out of closed session at 8:00pm. 

 

ADJOURN: 

 By motion of Councilmember Pitt, seconded by Brooks, Council adjourned the meeting at 

8:05pm until Monday, December 11, 2017 at 5:30pm, in the Council Chambers. 

 

 

 

         ____________________________

         Cynthia S. Bennett, MMC 

         City Clerk  


